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This application is deemed to be rejected for the following reasons. If 
there is any opinion thereagainst, an Argument should be filed within 60 
days from the mailing date of this Notice of Reasons of Rejection. 

REASON 

The inventions according to the below-mentioned claims of this 
application are such as could readily be inferred, on the basis of the 
inventions disclosed in the publications listed below distributed prior to the 
filing date of this application in Japan and/or foreign countries and/or 
inventions available to public via electric communication lines, by those who 
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have common knowledge in the technical field to which the inventions belong. 
Hence, under the provision of Patent Law Section 29(2), a patent shall not be 
granted. 



REMARKS (See the following citation list about cited references.) 



Claim(s): 1 to 5, 8, and 9 



Cited References 1 to 4 



Claim (s)- 6 



Cited References 1 to 5 



Claim(s): 7 



Cited References 1 to 6 



Comment 

Regarding Claim 1 
Cited Reference 1 discloses a liquid crystal device capable of a 
gray-level display by ^having plural values of a threshold voltage for 
transitioning the liquid crystal layer from a planar state to a focal conic state. 

Further, since it is a well known technique (see, for example, Cited 
References 2 and 3) that the thickness of a cell is changed in order to perform 
a gray-level display in a liquid crystal device performing display, using a 
planar state and a focal conic state, it is easy for a person skilled in the art to 
attain the invention according to Claim 1 by applying the structure of a liquid 
crystal cell having plural thicknesses to the invention of Cited Reference 1 for 
the purpose of creating plural values of a threshold voltage for transitioning a 
liquid crystal cell between two states, as disclosed in Cited Reference 3. 
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Regarding Claim 2 

In an example on page 353 of Cited Reference 2 (an average value for a 
liquid crystal display device performing display, using a planar state and a 
focal conic state), d/o is 7.5. 

Regarding Claim 3 

See Figure 2 in Cited Reference 1. 

Regarding Claims 4, 8, and 9 

See each drawing in Cited Reference 4. 

Regarding Claim 5 

See lines 10 to 12 on page 37 of Cited Reference 3. 

Regarding Claim 6 

It is easy for a person skilled in the art to attain the invention 
according to Claim 6 by adding the continuous structure, which is a well 
known manner for changing the thickness of a liquid crystal cell (see, for 
example, Figure 2 in Cited Reference 5), to the invention disclosed in Cited 
Reference 4 and also applying the structure to the invention disclosed in 
Cited Reference 1. 
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Regarding Claim 7 

Since a hybrid alignment is well known in the liquid crystal device 
performing display, using the planar state and the focal conic state (see, for 
example, Cited Reference 6), it is easy for a person skilled in the art to attain 
the invention according to Claim 7 by employing a hybrid alignment as the 
alignment in Cited Reference 1. 

CITATION LIST 

1. JP 10-307288A 

2. "Liquid Crystal Device Handbook," 142nd Committee of Japan Society 
for the Promotion Science, Nikkan Kogyo Shimbun, Ltd., pp. 353-355, Second 
Impression of the First Edition, October 30, 1990 

3. "Liquid Crystal (Application Edition)," by Kohji OKANO and Shunsuke 
KOBAYASHI, BAIFUKAN CO., LTD, pp. 36-40, Sixth Impression the First 
Edition, November 30, 1990 

4. JP 10-333121A 

5. JP 11-242213A 

6. JP 56-138721A 

If there is any question relating to the contents of this Notice of 
Reasons of Rejection, or an interview relating thereto is desired, please 
contact to the following- 
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First Examination Division- Optical Device (Optical Control), UTA 
Patent Office Extension Code No. 3293 



Record of Result of Search for Prior Art References 



Searched Field 



IPC 7th Edition 



G02F1/137 

G02F/1333 

G02F1/1337 

G02F1/1339 

G02F1/133 



Prior Art Reference JP 63-206724A (See Formula (5) on the upper left 

column on page 3.) 
JP 08-248448A (See the whole document.) 



This Record of Result of Search for Prior Art References does not 
constitute the reasons of rejection. 
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